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Background 
 
This pack is designed to support Members of Parliament and their staff to be able to make applications for 

funding from schemes that are live across government.  

 

The schemes are available to all Members of Parliament, but as the Conservative Research Department we 

have designed this product to ensure you are aware of the funding opportunities that may be available for your 

area.  

 

This pack will be updated and distributed on a rolling basis with the latest funding opportunities, so Members 

of Parliament are encouraged to engage with it regularly and not see this as a one-off resource. 

 

If you have any questions or require further assistance, please contact Briefing@Conservatives.com.  

 

 

 

Conservative Research Department  

July 2020 
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Restoring your Railway Fund 
 

The Department for Transport is seeking proposals for projects to restore lost rail connections to communities 

and has made a £500 million fund available for applications to reinstate lost services and re-open stations.  

 

Examples of the sort of proposals sought include: 

 

• Upgrading a current freight line to include passenger services and restoring stations on it - such as the 

line to Ebbw Vale in South Wales 

• Restoring track and services to an old alignment - as is being done between Bicester and Bletchley 

• modifying an old route due to construction or other unavailability over the original route 

 

Applications will be put to a panel of experts, chaired by the Rail Minister, with successful proposals offered 

support from the Department’s ‘Ideas Fund’ to help develop more detailed business cases. If a bid progresses, 

the Department will pay 75% of costs up to £50,000 to help fund transport and economic studies and create a 

business case. Further funding may be available later, subject to agreement of the business case. 

 

Successful applications in Round 1 include: 
 

Each of these projects will now receive funding from the Ideas Fund to develop their proposals further: 

 

• Reopening Meir Railway Station between Stoke-On-Trent and North Staffordshire 

• Reopening of Wellington and Cullompton stations 

• Passenger services on the Leicester to Burton (Ivanhoe) line 

• Reinstatement of branch lines on the Isle of Wight 

• Reinstatement of passing loop between St Albans Abbey and Watford Junction (Abbey Line) 

 

Who applies? 
 

Members of Parliament, local councils, community groups. 

 

How do you apply? 
 

Any application for the ‘Ideas Fund’ must be sponsored by one or more Members of Parliament whose 

constituencies would benefit from the scheme. You do not need to produce the application yourself. We 

would expect you to work with and sponsor the ‘lead promoter’ – for example someone from the local council 

who can lead the bid – however the Member of Parliament must submit the initial expression of interest 

to the Department for Transport in the form of an email drawing attention to local need and support for the 

project to: Restoringyourrailway@dft.gov.uk  

 

Once the expression of interest is made, officials will provide a template to be used for the full application. 

This will be a written document, of 15 to 20 pages, that makes the case for reinstatement, alongside maps of 

the proposed route. This needs to be submitted to the Department via Restoringyourrailway@dft.gov.uk.  

 

The proposal should set out the journey opportunities that will be created and the expected demand. It should 

also reference economic opportunities such as improved tourism or links to employment for areas with 

particular economic challenges of, such as lack of new housing of critical infrastructure like education or 

healthcare. 

 

The deadline for Round 2 recently passed, with the deadline for Round 3 expected to be November 2020. 
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mailto:Restoringyourrailway@dft.gov.uk


First step? 
 

Ahead of submitting an expression of interest to the Department, Members of Parliament should engage local 

councillors and community groups to identify any rail projects or former stations that there might be public 

support and demand to see reopen. As a first step, you can begin to identify local support and solicit 

suggestions by sending a press release [template below] to local media highlighting what you are doing and 

asking local residents and groups to contact you. You can also use social media to further encourage people 

to get in touch with their suggestions. For example, you could post on Twitter or Facebook: 

 

‘The Government has made £500 million available to reverse the Beeching Cuts of the 1960s and reinstate 

previously closed rail services and restore old stations. This presents a huge opportunity for 

[CONSTITUENCY] where I know improving rail services is a priority shared by many residents. Where would 

a new line or station have the biggest impact for our area? I want to hear from you’ 

 

Template Press Release  
 

[NAME] urges local council to bid for new funding to reinstate rail services in 

[CONSTITUENCY]  
 

 

[NAME] is urging residents to contact [him/ her] with views on which former railway lines or stations in 

[CONSTITUENCY] they would like to see reopened with new funding available from the Government. 

 

Across the country, over 5,000 miles of track and 2,300 stations were closed in the 1960s following the 

publication of the now infamous Beeching Report. The Conservatives promised to reverse much of this in 

November’s conservative election manifesto and have made an initial £500 million fund available, which 

[NAME] is offering to support the local council in applying for. 

 

Commenting, [NAME] said: 

 

“[CONSTITUENCY] suffered as a result of the Beeching Cuts in the 1960s that saw local rail services 

withdrawn, making our community less connected. Our area is still paying the price and we can still see the 

scars this left today. 

 

“I firmly believe that investing in transport links is essential to levelling up access to opportunities across the 

country, reconnecting communities and undoing more than half a century of isolation. With a new £500 

million fund now available to restore rail services and stations, I am determined that our area makes the most 

of this opportunity and gets its fair share. 

 

“I will be taking this matter up with the local council and encouraging them to make an application to the 

Department for Transport, with my support, in the weeks ahead. However I also want to hear from residents 

on which services and former stations they think there’s the strongest case for reopening, and what they think 

the socio-economic benefits of doing so would be. They can contact me on [EMAIL]” 

 

Further information 
 
Guidance: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/re-opening-beeching-era-lines-and-stations/re-

opening-beeching-era-lines-and-stations 

Fund launch: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-pledges-500-million-to-bring-back-

historic-rail-lines-improving-connectivity-for-communities-across-the-country 

News Story: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/demand-from-england-and-wales-to-restore-beeching-

lines-as-deadline-for-proposals-closes 
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Armed Forces Covenant Fund 
 

The Ministry of Defence provides £10 million a year to be distributed by the Armed Forces Covenant Fund 

Trust in the form of grants for programmes that support the armed forces community. 

 

For 2020-21, the Armed Forces Covenant Fund Trust will have a further £10 million to specifically deliver 

charitable projects and initiatives that support veterans with mental health needs. 

 

Applications for funding must fit with the aims of specific programmes run by the Trust, for example mental 

health or supporting veterans in the criminal justice system. For an overview of current programmes, see the 

link at the bottom of this page. 

 

Projects that have received funding in the past range from building new nurseries in civilian areas which also 

have a high density of Armed Forces families, to funding military-themed community activities that increase 

understanding between the Armed Forces community and the civilian community. 

 

Who applies? 
 

Registered charities, local authorities, a school or other statutory organisation, community interest companies 

or an armed forces unit with a UIN reference number. 

 

How do you apply? 
 

There is a single stage application process for organisations applying to this programme published on 

Covenant Fund Trust at https://covenantfund.org.uk/your-application/ 

 

There is no deadline for applications, which can be submitted online on a rolling basis. The Convent Fund 

Trust’s Board of Trustees assesses grant applications on a quarterly basis. 

 

First step? 
 

Members of Parliament should write [template letter below] to all armed forces organisations and charities in 

their constituency raising awareness of the Armed Forces Covenant Fund and offering to meet with them to 

discuss supporting any application for funding they might want to make.  

 

You can also use social media to encourage local charities to apply for funding and to contact you. For 

example, you could post on your website or Facebook page: 

 

‘During these difficult times and beyond I want to make sure local residents in the armed forces, including 

those still serving, veterans, and their families, get the support and services they need.  

 

Military charities like [NAME OF LOCAL CHARITY] do a fantastic job in supporting this community and I 

want to ensure they, and other charities like them, are supported to get their fair share of the Government’s 

annual £10 million Forces Covenant Fund. The fund provides grants to charities doing invaluable work with 

serving and former armed forces personnel. 

 

That’s why I’ve written to every military charity and organisation in [CONSTITUENCY] offering to meet with 

them to discuss the Armed Forces Covenant Fund, to see if it’s an opportunity that’s applicable to them and 

if I can support them in potentially accessing additional funding. I’d also love to hear from other residents, 

for example people involved with veteran’s groups, with any ideas they might have. 

 

 
 
 

https://covenantfund.org.uk/your-application/


Draft letter to local armed forces / veteran groups 
 
Dear [name of leader/ director of charity] 

 

I wanted to get in touch to see whether you were aware of government funding available to charities like yours 

doing vital work supporting the defence community via the Government’s Armed Forces Covenant Fund. 

 

As I appreciate you may already be aware, the Armed Forces Covenant Fund has been running for a number 

of years now and is worth £10 million per year. The fund distributes grants to charitable projects and initiatives 

that support veterans, with previous projects ranging from nurseries in civilian areas which also have a high 

density of Armed Forces families, to funding military-themed community activities that increase 

understanding between the Armed Forces community and the civilian community. 

 

This year the Government has provided the Fund with an additional £10 million specifically for programmes 

that support veteran’s health and wellbeing, taking total funding for 2020-21 to £20 million. This follows the 

recent launch of 2 platforms specifically designed to support the defence community. Veterans’ Gateway, an 

app with 24-hour point of contact for support with finances, employment, relationships and physical and 

mental health, and HeadFIT, a new platform, spearheaded by The Duke of Sussex launched with online tools 

to help defence personnel take a more proactive approach to their mental health and fitness, both of which I 

would be delighted to hear your thoughts on. 

 

If you have not previously considered making an application for grant funding from the Armed Forces 

Covenant Fund, perhaps we could meet to explore the matter further and discuss any support I might be able 

to provide?? We could also use the opportunity to discuss what your organisation has been up to recently, and 

if there are any ways that I can help you achieve your objectives now and, in the future,, if that would be of 

interest to you. 

 

I very much look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Further information 
 
Armed Forces Covenant Fund: https://covenantfund.org.uk/ 

Armed Forces Covenant Fund FAQ: https://covenantfund.org.uk/faqs/ 

Covenant Fund Programmes: https://covenantfund.org.uk/programmes/ 

Additional COVID 19 Funding available: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/funding-to-support-armed-

forces-charities-doing-vital-work-during-pandemic   

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsupport.veteransgateway.org.uk%2Fapp%2Fanswers%2Fdetail%2Fa_id%2F820&data=02%7C01%7CSamantha.Merrett102%40mod.gov.uk%7Cdfef6605ead248236b4308d7f6761203%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C637248859272771444&sdata=kmSOin3eLYQ8R8qgddHMMvvkzygg4o7PRTjC9aTnC2c%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fnews%2Fnew-mental-fitness-tool-launched-to-help-military-enhance-mental-wellbeing&data=02%7C01%7CSamantha.Merrett102%40mod.gov.uk%7Cdfef6605ead248236b4308d7f6761203%7Cbe7760ed5953484bae95d0a16dfa09e5%7C0%7C0%7C637248859272771444&sdata=DeUZnvsOeidf3HE87Y%2FO1YmwiN8kyJ337JIPbMS%2FMFk%3D&reserved=0
https://covenantfund.org.uk/
https://covenantfund.org.uk/faqs/
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Youth Investment Fund 
 

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport will make £500 million available over the next five years to 
support young people into work and build new youth centres across the UK. The Government expects that at 

least 800,000 young people will benefit from new or upgraded youth facilities as a result. 

 

Half of the £500 million will be used to fund new youth centres, refurbish existing facilities and create more 

mobile clubs. The remainder will be invested in a range of activities that teach important life skills, such as 

digital skills, culture, sport and social action as well as investment in the youth work profession so young 

people have a trusted person they can turn to. The location of the youth centres will be determined through a 

process run by DCMS. 

 

The fund was due to open in April 2020 and is expected to attract match funding from private, local authority 

and civil society sources in the range of hundreds of millions. However, activation of the fund is currently 

delayed by Coronavirus. 

 

Who applies? 
 

Local authorities, charities, social enterprises and youth projects. 

 

How do you apply? 
 

Youth services providers must submit an application to DCMS for match funding. 

 

First step? 
 

The activation of the portal for applications for 2020-21 has been delayed by coronavirus but is due to open 

in the coming months.  

 

Ahead of this happening, Members of Parliament should contact youth service providers in their area, or the 

relevant local authority lead, to bring this funding opportunity to their attention and discuss what a bid for 

funding might look like, and how you might support them in doing so. 

 

Any application for funding will ultimately be made by the local authority, youth project or charity, so the 

role of the Member of Parliament is to raise the profile of the opportunity and to publicly and privately support 

the application. As an application progresses, there will be lots of opportunities for media and for you to raise 

awareness on your social media. For example, you could promote a meeting you had with local stakeholders: 

 

“Today I met with X & Y from [YOUTH PROJECT] in [TOWN] to hear about their plans for the future and 

talk about how they might be able to bid into the Government’s £500 million Youth Investment Fund to 

[EXPAND SERVICES / BUILD A NEW YOUTH CENTRE] in [TOWN]. This is a very exciting opportunity 

that would make a huge difference locally, and I’ve told them they have my full support” 

 

Further information 
 
Press Release: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/youth-projects-to-benefit-from-7-million-government-

investment 

Baroness Morgan speech on the Government’s vision for youth services: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/baroness-morgans-speech-how-we-can-be-the-greatest-place-in-

the-world-to-grow-up   

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/youth-projects-to-benefit-from-7-million-government-investment
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ANNEX: Funds likely to reopen for bids in the future  
 

This annex provides details of government funding opportunities that are currently not welcoming new 

applications but which are likely to reopen again in the future. 

 

Many government funds operate on a cyclical basis and the pots detailed below are included as there is an 

expectation they will reopen for new applications within the next 12 months.  

 

Members of Parliament are advised to also start thinking about whether the opportunities detailed in the annex 

might be relevant to them and to begin laying the ground work for a campaign, for example by soliciting local 

support.  

 

Should you have any questions while you prepare a bid, please contact CRD on Briefing@conservatives.com.  

  

mailto:Briefing@conservatives.com


Pocket Parks Fund 
 

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government provides grant funding to create new pocket 

parks, or renovate existing parks that have fallen into disrepair, where it can be shown this will have a positive 

impact on the local community and address a specific local need. Pocket parks are defined as a piece of land 

of up to 0.4 hectares (although many are 0.02 hectares - equivalent to the size of a tennis court) which may 

already be under grass, but which are unused, undeveloped or derelict. 

 

The scheme has provided support, through grants, to community-led bodies working in partnership with their 

local authority with the aim of creating new pocket parks or bringing existing green spaces up to a safe, usable 

and inviting standard.  

 

The Fund has been active since 2015. A £1.35 million extension was announced in October 2019. 

 

Recent case studies include 
 

The Groundwork Trust in Oldham and Rochdale 

Received more than £15,000 to totally transform the currently over-grown Rochdale Boarshaw Clough 

Nature Reserve into a pocket of peace and tranquillity for local residents. The funding will also breathe new 

life into the disused amphitheatre which will become a new focal point in the neighbourhood. 

 

Dukeries Active Zone in Hull  

Received more than £25,000 to totally transform an existing park with plans to turn it into a green sanctuary 

which encourages young families, teenagers and adults to get outdoors. Their plans will introduce new natural 

zones to improve the area’s biodiversity and involve residents in the creation of a new mural – giving local 

residents a sense of community pride.  

 

Chacewater Projects and Chacewater Parish Parks Group in Cornwall  

Received more than £15,000 to develop brand new community allotments, encouraging local residents to 

socialise, exercise and reap the rewards of being outdoors.  

 

Who applies? 
 

Community groups. 

 

How do you apply? 
 

To make a bid, an application form must be submitted to MHCLG. The application form (see below) requires 

details of the proposed project, the community group and the name of the sponsoring local authority.  

 

The deadline for applications in the last round was 31 December 2019, but the scheme is likely to reopen 

for new bids in the future. 

 

First step? 
 

Members of Parliament should engage local councillors and community groups to identify any sites in their 

constituency that might be appropriate for renovation or a new pocket park. If it is not obvious who to contact, 

you should approach local community groups offering to support them should they be interested in developing 

a proposal for funding to support a community project of this nature. 

 

To help identify groups that might be interested, and to raise the profile of what you are doing, you can write 

[template letter below] to every community group in your constituency inviting them to meet with you to 

discuss potential ideas, and release a press release [template below] for local media highlighting what you are 

doing. Finally, you could use social media to further encourage community groups to contact you. For 

example, you could post on Twitter or Facebook: 



 

‘The Government has made tens of thousands of pounds available to transform unloved and underutilised 

patches of land into Pocket Parks. If a community group you know, or are involved with, would like to discuss 

how I can help secure our fair share for [CONSTITUENCY], I would be delighted to help so please get in 

contact.’  

 

Given the requirement for applications to demonstrate they have the support of a ‘community’, such as a town 

or parish council, community interest group or tenants group, once a site has been identified, the Member of 

Parliament should aim to play the role of a ‘convener’. This might involve bringing local people together 

behind a shared vision for a piece of land or facilitating engagement between the community group and the 

local authority whose support for the bid will be required, and who will receive any grant awarded.  

 

Draft letter to local community groups 
 
Dear [name of leader/ director of community group] 

 

I wanted to get in touch to see whether you were aware of government funding that is available to community 

groups like yours who might be interested in transforming small, neglected urban spaces into thriving green 

havens for the whole community.  

 

The scheme is designed to transform so-called ‘Pocket Parks’: areas of disused land no larger than 0.4 hectares 

in size and can be used to either refurbish the plots of land, or to create entirely new parks. These small, green 

areas can be used for everything from exercise and gardening to socialising and relaxing, and I passionately 

believe such spaces can have huge benefits for both mental and physical health, which is why I would like to 

see our community benefit. 

 

Since the scheme launched in 2016, 352 grants have been awarded across the country and I would like to 

ensure we get our fair share. If your group has any thoughts on plots of land in our local area where we could 

potentially use this funding to create a new green space for people to enjoy, I would be delighted to meet with 

you to discuss the matter further and how I might be able to support you to make a bid. We could also use the 

opportunity to discuss what your group has been up to recently, and if there are any ways that I can help you 

achieve your objectives now and in the future, if that would be of interest to you. 

 

I very much look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Template Press Release  
 

[NAME] urges community groups interested in creating a new ‘pocket park’ in 

[CONSTITUENCY] to contact them 
 

 

[NAME] has today written to every local community group offering [HIS/ HER] support to apply for funding 

to create a ‘pocket park’ in the constituency. 

 

Since 2016, the Government has funded over 300 community projects that have brought disused pieces of 

land up to 0.4 hectares in size back into public use, creating new outdoor environments for people to enjoy, 

relax and connect with nature, and [NAME] is determined to ensure [CONSTITUENCY] gets its fair share. 

 

Commenting, [NAME] said: 

 

“Pocket parks are used for everything from exercise and gardening to socialising and relaxing. They have 

huge benefits for our mental and physical health and allow us to take a moment out of our busy lives to connect 

with nature.  

 



“I share the Government’s determination to see more pocket parks created across the country, so that everyone 

has the opportunity to enjoy and access green spaces, and am calling on any local community groups that 

might be interested in a project to transform a disused piece of land locally to contact my office.  

 

“My team and I are passionate that everyone in [CONSTITUENCY] should be able to benefit from green 

spaces and being able to spend time in nature. We would be delighted to help local community groups to 

develop any ideas they might have and provide support at every step of the way to create something for 

everyone in our community to enjoy.” 
 

ENDS 

 

Further information 
 
Recent case studies: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/68-new-parks-to-inject-green-space-into-urban-

areas 

 

Application form: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/842325/19

1025_PP_Application_Form.docx  

FAQs: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/846960/Po

cket_Parks_-_Frequently_Asked_Questions.pdf  

Pocket Parks Prospectus: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/852241/19

1025_PP_Prospectus.pdf 
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Cultural Development Fund  
 

The Department for Culture, Media and Sport has made £90 million available over five years for investment 

in heritage, culture and creativity as a catalyst for regeneration. This is the Government’s biggest ever single 

investment in cultural infrastructure, local museums and neighbourhood libraries and is designed to benefit 

communities across the country. This is separate to the £1.57 billion in grants and repayable loans the 

Government announced for the UK’s arts and cultural sector to support it through coronavirus in July 2020. 

 

The Cultural Development Fund will support tailored local plans that use culture to create jobs, boost tourism 

and ultimately regenerate communities. The Fund is administered by Arts Council England (ACE). ACE runs 

open competitions to ensure that investment goes to the best projects and benefits across the country. 

 

The Fund was launched following the success of Hull as UK City of Culture 2017. Hull demonstrated how 

targeted investment in culture can deliver a significant economic boost to an area, with over £3 billion of 

investment and more than 800 jobs created in the city in the four years since it was awarded the title in 2013. 

 

Recent case studies: 
 

Wakefield 

Wakefield will receive more than £4.4 million from the Cultural Development Fund. Bringing together major 

and respected cultural organisations including Yorkshire Sculpture Park and The Hepworth Wakefield, it aims 

to turn Wakefield into an internationally renowned location promoting our world-class creative industries. 

 

Grimsby 

Grimsby will receive £3.2 million. The bid will deliver a new programme of international events and public 

art to revive the town centre, provide a business support programme for local creative businesses and create 

new production facilities in the town’s historic centre. 

 

Worcester 

Worcester will receive £3 million to regenerate the iconic railway arches, providing affordable creative 

workspaces and business support. The bid will provide support for a festivals programme helping to diversify 

the local cultural offering and will retain local creative graduates to the city. 

 

Who applies? 
 

Cultural and creative institutions. 

 

How do you apply? 
 

Funding is available for more than 20 places across the country to transform their local cultural and creative 

industry infrastructure. Local plans should be submitted to ACE and demonstrate how culture can be used to 

create jobs, boost tourism and ultimately regenerate communities. 

 

First step? 
 

The Cultural Development is likely to reopen for fresh applications later in 2020. Ahead of then, Members of 

Parliament should seek to engage cultural and creative organisations in their constituency to determine their 

funding needs and whether this scheme might be applicable to them. 

 

Further information 
 
Press Release: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-250-million-culture-investment-fund-launched 

Successful bids: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/five-areas-to-share-20-million-to-unleash-creativity-

across-the-nation  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-250-million-culture-investment-fund-launched
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/five-areas-to-share-20-million-to-unleash-creativity-across-the-nation
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/five-areas-to-share-20-million-to-unleash-creativity-across-the-nation


Coastal Revival Fund 
 

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has, since 2012, provided funding to save and 

bring ‘at risk’ coastal heritage and community assets back into economic use. Since 2015, 184 projects have 

received funding. 

 

Examples of eligible sites and assets include: seafronts and public squares, as well as piers, parks, promenades, 

lighthouses, lidos, marinas, military structures and so on.  

 

Recent case studies: 
 

Banksy Pinwheel artwork in Weston-Super-Mare 

 

A total of £50,000 from the Coastal Revival Fund was awarded to North Somerset council to refurbish and 

provide a permanent home for Banksy’s Pinwheel in Weston-Super-Mare’s Italian Gardens in the town centre. 

The exhibit, which was donated by the graffiti artist following the globally successful ‘Dismaland’ exhibition 

in 2015, now provides a focal point to link the seafront and the town centre. 

 

Great Yarmouth Rows Project 

A total of £50,000 was awarded to a project to revive, enhance and celebrate the Rows – a medieval street 

pattern made up of 150 narrow alleyways confined within the town wall of Great Yarmouth. 

 

Lytham Hall and Historic Parkland (Phase II) Project 

A total of £42,500 was awarded to a restoration project for the exterior of the Georgian Grade I Lytham Hall, 

an ‘at-risk’ building on the Fylde coast. The project aims to create a sustainable heritage attraction of regional 

significance vested in community ownership; and to release the potential to play a major part in the life and 

economy of Lytham and the Fylde coast. 

 

Who applies? 
 

Local authorities, charities, community organisations, coastal community teams. 

 

How do you apply? 
 

Members of Parliament cannot make a bid just by themselves, but can support and encourage any of the above 

groups to submit an expression of interest to MHCLG.  

 

Projects that fit with the programme’s aim, outcome and priorities will then be invited by the department to 

complete a fuller funding application. 

 

The Coastal Revival Fund is currently closed for applications but operates on a cyclical basis and is 

likely to reopen in the near future. 

 

First step? 
 

The Fund is currently closed for new applications, but is likely to reopen for another round of funding in the 

future, so Members of Parliament can begin to start to build local support and the case for funding now.  

 

Identify local groups or projects that might benefit from funding and offer to support an application.  

 

Further information 
 
Coastal Revival Fund: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coastal-communities 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coastal-communities


Recent successful applications: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/james-brokenshire-announces-over-

36-million-for-the-great-british-coast 

Past projects: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coastal-communities-fund-round-5 
  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/james-brokenshire-announces-over-36-million-for-the-great-british-coast
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/james-brokenshire-announces-over-36-million-for-the-great-british-coast
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coastal-communities-fund-round-5


Coastal Communities Fund 
 

The Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government provides funding for projects up to £50,000 

that lead to the regeneration and economic growth in coastal communities, and support sustainable jobs. Since 

2012, 359 projects have shared £229 million of funding from the Coastal Communities Fund (CCF) 

 

The UK Government announced in 2015 that the CCF was to be extended to 2020/21, with at least £90 million 

of new funding available across the UK for the period 2017/18 to 2020/21. CCF Round 5 covers the period 

2019-20 to 2020-21. 

 

Who applies? 
 

Local authorities, public sector bodies, charities, community organisations, coastal community teams 

 

How do you apply? 
 

Members of Parliament cannot make a bid themselves, but can support and encourage any of the above groups 

to submit an expression of interest to MHCLG.  

 

Projects that fit with the programme’s aim, outcome and priorities will then be invited by the department to 

complete a fuller funding application. 

 

The Fund is currently closed for new applications and is in the middle of its fifth round of funding 

covering the period 2010-20 to 2020-21. It is likely to reopen for new bids in the future. 

 

First step? 
 

Identify local groups or projects that might benefit from this funding opportunity and start to build support for 

a bid. 

 

Further information 
 
Coastal Communities Fund: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coastal-communities 

Recent successful applications: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-over-10-

million-for-5-more-coastal-communities 

Funding Round Five Guidance: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coastal-communities-fund-

round-5 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/coastal-communities
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-over-10-million-for-5-more-coastal-communities
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-announces-over-10-million-for-5-more-coastal-communities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coastal-communities-fund-round-5
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coastal-communities-fund-round-5

