
Small Sparks Fund 
Process & Guidance 



What is the Small 
Sparks Fund? 

The Small Sparks Fund provides 
grants of up to £100 to residents, 
businesses and community groups 
who want to make positive 
change within their communities. 

A total of £3,300 is available in each of the 
areas; Milton, Shoebury and Victoria. £1,100 of 
which will be released every four months of 
the first year. 

What does it fund? 

Ideas and projects should fall 
within one or more of the 
Southend 2050 Themes; Pride 
and Joy, Safe and Well, Active 
and Involved, Opportunity and 
Prosperity or Smart and 
Connected. 

 

We’re looking to fund ideas that 
promote local opportunity, strengthens 
connections or shares time and skills. 

Ideas should primarily benefit people 
who live within the area. 

Small Sparks cannot be used to Fund: 

 Projects which promote political 
or religious aims.  

 Activities which financially benefit 
an individual, business or ‘for 
profit’ organisation.  

 Anything unlawful. 

Fund now 
open in  
Milton, 

Shoebury and 
Victoria Wards 



Example Ideas 

Here a few examples of the kind of projects and 
ideas that the Small Sparks Fund could support. 

£65 to purchase a Water Butt 

For a community garden bringing 
local residents together. 

£40 for Room Hire charges 

For a local choir to use a 
community space for 6 months. 

£100 towards a 
neighbourhood event 

Bringing local families together to 
celebrate. 

£80 for a new community 
group 

To cover refreshment and 
stationary costs. 



Application and 
Review Process 

1 Submit your idea 

Applying to the Small Sparks Fund is simple and takes just a 
few steps. 

If you require support with applying, speak to your local Community 
Builder who would be more than happy to help. 

Send us your idea either by filling out our online form 
or submitting a video. We also have printed versions 
of the form you can fill out. 

We have kept the application process as simple as 
possible, and only ask 5 questions about your idea. 

2 We’ll review your idea 

Ideas in each area (Milton, Shoebury or Victoria) are 
reviewed by a separate panel once a month. 

The panel is made up of; 1 Community Builder, 1 
Community Group representative and 1 member of 
SAVS staff. 

If your idea is approved, we’ll transfer the funds 
within 1 week. If it isn’t approved, we’ll work with 
you on re-submitting if appropriate.  

3 Reporting 

Once you have completed your project, we ask you to 
fill out a simple 4 question reporting form which asks 
what you did, how many people were supported, 
what went well and what could be improved in the 
future. We also ask for a photo or video. 



Useful Links 

Online form to submit your ideas: 

https://airtable.com/shrVULJbtpqN8radl 

 

Online form to report on your project: 

https://airtable.com/shriDynL3vGpojZ5i 

 

More information about the Community Builders project 
and Small Sparks Fund: 

https://savs-southend.org/community-builders/ 

Scan me to submit your idea 

https://airtable.com/shrVULJbtpqN8radl
https://airtable.com/shriDynL3vGpojZ5i
https://savs-southend.org/community-builders/

