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August Southend Spotlight

Welcome to our Community Newsletter

Welcome to our interim newsletter which we will be producing monthly until our online ‘dispatch’ news-
letter returns next month

Appeal - Can You Help?

We are appealing for the public's help to identify this
man in connection with an ongoing criminal damage
investigation in Leigh-on-sea.

Officers received a report on 27 August of a charity
elephant sculpture, made out of fibreglass being
damaged on Broadway West. Enquiries are ongoing
and investigating officers are now releasing an image of
a man we want to speak with in connection with this
investigation.

If you recognise him or have any further information
which could assist the investigation, please get in
contact.

You can let us know by submitting a report on our
website or by using our online Live Chat service
available Monday to Friday (excluding public holidays)
between 10am-9pm. Alternatively you can call us on
101.

Please quote incident 42/152879/23

New Safe Space Launched in City Centre

W A new Safe Space for anyone feel-
ing vulnerable or in danger in
Southend has been open through-
out the summer on the High Street
on Friday and Saturday nights. It
has been positioned adjacent to HSBC and the Odeon
cinema and available from 8pm to 4am until the last
weekend in August.

The Safe Space was staffed by six police officers, with
regular assistance from street pastors, drug and alcohol
support workers, and the council’s community safety
officers.

Southend continues to be a popular place for a night out
with its bars and nightclubs attracting people from all
over Essex and east London.

Crime is down by 6.7% in Southend in the 12 months to
the end of June 2023, with ASB falling by 32%.

A/lnspector Dave Gardiner of Southend CPT said:

“We want people to enjoy themselves in Southend and
feel safe. Anyone out in the city will see our officers on
patrol and the Safe Space has given people somewhere
to go to get help from a police officer if they need it.

“Southend has a purple flag for its night-time economy,
and it is a safe place for a night out. If people have a bit
too much to drink and become separated from their
friends or feel uncomfortable for any reason, we will be
there to help them.”




Two Charged With Supplying Drugs in Southend

Two men have been charged in connection with supplying
drugs in Southend-on-Sea.

Officers in the Raptor Serious Violence Unit and Southend dis-
trict have been investigating the supply of drugs from London to
Southend.

Two people were arrested after an early morning warrant was
executed at an addresses in Beckenham, Kent on 31 August,
and a number of items were seized as part of the investigation.

Kimortim Cort, 22, and Amara Fofana, 26, both of Beckenham,
are now both charged with two counts of possession with intent
to supply a Class A drug, one count of being concerned in the
supply of heroin, and one count of being concerned in the sup-
ply of crack cocaine.

They appeared at Southend-on-Sea Magistrates’ Court, and will
next appear at Basildon Crown Court on Friday 29 September.
Cort entered no plea and Fofana pleaded not guilty to all charg-
es.

Detective Sergeant Rob Maile, of our Raptor team, said:

“We will not tolerate illegal drugs being brought into our county
to cause untold harm and line the pockets of criminals.

“Our officers are working tirelessly to disrupt this trade. If you
deal drugs in Essex, we will catch you and we will bring you to
justice.”

Drug Dealer Jailed

A drug dealer’s been jailed for more than seven years following
work by our specialist team which dismantles county lines drug
gangs.

Thirty-three year-old Sindujan Chandran was
identified as the holder of the ‘Big D’ drug
line, which operated in Southend since May
2022.

Our Op Raptor team became aware of the line during a sepa-
rate investigation into an unrelated county line.

In November of 2022, they discovered messages advertising
the sale of crack cocaine and heroin.

Over the course of the next five months, officers were able es-
tablish the messages had come from a particular mobile phone
number and trace that back to Chandran.

They were also able to establish the Chandran had topped up
that mobile phone number with credit, and where he had topped
it up, confirming this via studying CCTV.

They were also able to trace his movements in setting up and
executing drug deals.

On Our Socials....

Chief Constable BJ Harrington QPM - Essex Police @BJH251 - Aug 31 =+

% With @BTPChief this afternoon in and around Southend to see & thanks
the teams & discuss the joint work @BTP & @EssexPoliceUK have been
doing to successfully tackle crime & ASB this summer.
#ProtectingAndServingEssex #Workingtogether

Yesterday Officers from our Town Centre Team assisted this young man
who had found his stolen bike. Officers attended & it was returned. A 51
year old man is due to appear at Southend Magistrates Court on 6th
September after being charged with stealing the bike.

Last Saturday we held the first of our free self defence classes with
Avictus.

Positive feedback:
"Amazing, really informative & made me more confident”

"Lots of really useful information & practical exercises"

Well done to all those that attended and learnt new skills.

Upcoming Events

19 September—Lets Talk at Tesco, Prince Avenue
between 11:00-1:00pm

19 September—Lets Talk at Waitrose, Fossetts Way
between 10:00-12:00pm




